Books in the library are arranged on the shelves
according to the Library of Congress Classification
System. The LC system groups books into broad
subject categories which are identified by a letter
of the alphabet. The specific subject of books is
defined by the number following the first letters.
Look closely at the call numbers of these two
books:

| Burnett, Ben G.
952 Political forces in Latin America.
B934 1968

JL Scott, Robert E.

1231 Mexican government in transition.
5428 Rev. ed. 1964

1964

The J classification includes books about political
science. JL is the subdivision for books about the
political science of the Americas outside of the
United States. JL 950 to JL 979 are numbers
reserved for the political science of Latin America
in general. JL 1200 to JL 1299 are reserved for the
political science of Mexico.

Following the initial combination of one or more
letters with a number, you will find a further group
composed of a single capital letter followed by one
or more digits. This is used to represent the
author's name and is called the Cutter number. In
the examples, B934 stands for Burnett, and S428
stands for Scott. By putting the Cutter numbers in
order within any particular subject number, the
books are arranged alphabetically by their authors.
Dates of publication may be added below the
Cutter numbers to distinguish editions of the same
book.
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